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Mr. Ronald P. Manley, MURP, Principal

Canin Associates

500 Delaney Ave

Orlando FL 32801

Dear Mr. Manley,

Southeast Volusia Audubon Society (SEVAS) members include residents of Edgewater and New Smyrna Beach. A recent telephone survey of the Edgewater membership showed that SEVAS members would rather that Restoration not be built due to it’s impact on native plant and wildlife, and impact on the small town quality of life that residents now enjoy. That said, SEVAS is pleased that the developer recently made the plans more environmentally friendly by locating most of the development along I-95. However, in a recent Audubon of Florida Regional Conservation Committee meeting that included discussion about Restoration, the consensus was that the developer could do better by either preferably removing the Conservation Village from the plans or, at minimum, building it last in Phase 3 instead of Phase 1. Restoring the land from silviculture is a commendable idea, but the fact is, the land is already being well used by wildlife, as evidenced by the developer’s own surveys. During a swallowtail kite survey in May 2008, tracks of Florida’s largest mammals–deer, bobcat and bear–were all readily seen. In the process of “restoration”, which will include much earth moving and burning, the habitat of wildlife in those areas will be destroyed. Where will these animals go while their habitat is being “restored?” And after the “restoration”, will these animals return? And will the people by then residing in the development, especially in the Conservation Village, want the wildlife to return, particularly if the wildlife includes bears? To see a bear in one’s new backyard maybe novel, but the novelty will rapidly dissipate when the bear’s curiosity causes it to inadvertently destroy the person’s things left in the yard. And just hear the screams when the bear eats Fluffy! FWC biologists agree that it is inevitable that they will be called about conflicts between bears and Restoration Conservation Village residents, and inevitably FWC will be forced to euthanize the bears because there is no place to relocate bears. 

SEVAS requests a response to the RCC recommendation that the Conservation Village be removed from the plans or, at minimum, built last in Phase 3 instead of Phase 1. 

Another concern is the developer’s plan to do controlled burns on the property to maintain the wildlife corridor and it’s “restoration”. Again, although commendable and necessary for the conservation plan to succeed, SEVAS believes it is unrealistic to expect support for prescribed burns from Conservation Village villagers, even if they agreed to it when they bought their property. Please respond to this concern as well. 

Sincerely,

Kathy Booth

Southeast Volusia Audubon Society

Conservation Chairperson

2204 Tamarind Dr

Edgewater FL 32141

CC: 
Mr. Fred Milch, East Central FL Regional Planning Council


City of Edgewater Mayor and Council


Mr. Stephen Kintner, Volusia County Environmental Management Dept

