Dogs at SD Park: NSB Commission 12 Aug 08

For several months, a committee discussed the issues surrounding the management of the Smyrna Dunes Park.  This followed Volusia County’s closing of the boardwalk to dogs in 2007.  

Our representative, advocated for the nesting and resting shorebirds since they could not do it for themselves.  In particular, she was trying to get agreement on a conservation zone that would protect the birds from the dunes to the water’s edge.

On the day before the last committee meeting she was told not to expect that result.  And indeed, Recommendation 13 of the committee’s report does not make that recommendation.  

Smyrna Duns park is leased from the Coast Guard by the County and the county agreed to provide “ a passive public park and to preserve and protect environmentally sensitive areas

Its coastline has been federally designated by the US Fish and Wildlife Service as Critical Wintering Habitat for Threatened Piping Plovers.

It was recognized as a site deserving of management for shorebirds in the County’s Habitat Conservation Plan permitting beach driving on the County’s Atlantic beaches.

And in 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt designated the inlet by executive order as a Federal Reservation for its bird life.

Since the city of NSB insists the park is within its jurisdiction and the entire city is designated as a bird sanctuary making it unlawful to molest any bird or wildfowl in any manner, the city has a responsibility to protect the shorebirds at the park.  But where to protect them?

Like people, birds spend different parts of the day in different places.  Typically, people spend the nights in their houses and are protected by rules and laws while there.  In the morning, they leave their houses by car, bus, bicycle or on foot to go about their daily routines of work or school or shopping, etc.  And, they are protected by rules and laws while there as well.  Birds spend their nesting and resting times at dunes edge, and spend their feeding times at water’s edge.  To properly protect them, they must be safe in both these places.

