KSC update

On Thursday, Feb 28, KSC conducted scoping meetings for the proposed Commercial Vertical Launch sites.  Several of us attended either the morning or afternoon meetings at the NSB library.  In the morning, the hall was full to overflowing because only one of the rooms was opened to the public.  In the evening, the library opened both rooms and the place was still full with many people standing.  Everyone who spoke, myself included, railed against the proposal for site two which would hazard the MINWR and Canaveral National Seashore.  Many people also opposed site one.  I proposed that the Congress that mandated that NASA facilitate a commercial space program should mandate the use of the Canaveral Air Force Station adjacent to the KSC.  

Also present were Clay Henderson and Charles Lee.  Clay mentioned that the enabling legislation for Canaveral National Seashore required that some of the land be preserved in perpetuity, which would cause some problems for the selection of site 2.  Charles said that the law required that the panel consider the areas available at Canaveral Air Force Station.

On Sunday March 2, both the Daytona News-Journal and the Orlando Sentinel carried articles and editorials condemning the use of site 2.  Here are three links: 

http://www.news-journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/Opinion/Editorials/opnOPN56030108.htm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/volusia/orl-newpad2608feb26,0,82998.story" 
www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/volusia/orl-newpad2608feb26,0,82998.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/orl-privatepad2508feb25,0,4151560.story
In any case, go to the NASA website http://environmental.ksc.nasa.gov/projects/ksc-cvlc.htm and make your views known.  These meetings are just the start of the process.  The considerations from the meetings (here and at Titusville) will result in a draft plan this summer.  Public comment will be opened at that time as well.  Then a final plan will be presented to senior managers in NASA for decision.  It will then be too late for you to comment.  Take the time now!
