The following is my letter to my Congressmen:


I disagree that NASA property should be used for commercial aerospace. In a meeting last week with NASA officials, citizens were told that NASA has been given a directive by the legislature to promote commercial aerospace. I do not ever remember agreeing to that. NASA is paid for by my taxes extracted from my wallet by my federal government. Therefore, logically, my tax dollars should be used to fund government sponsored aerospace programs, not commercial aerospace. The commercial aerospace industry should take it upon themselves to find already suitable sites for their industry and not expect the government to provide for them or buy them what they think they need; and being such a new industry, they don't know what they need. The commercial aerospace industry should--as we Floridians concerned about the environment are trying to encourage our local governments to do--use already developed land that is sitting decrepit and idle, instead of developing environmentally sensitive, unspoiled habitat lands. I realize that without our government allowing some of NASA property to essentially remain as unspoiled habitat when it was purchased, we would not have  the internationally esteemed Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge. Jobs and the amount of income to the local and federal economy from the fishing, hunting and tourist industry at the Refuge should be considered against the supposed income from commercial aerospace on NASA property, after the costs of new facility development are taken into account. It seems reasonable to request our federal government to encourage the commercial aerospace industry to consider alternative sites such as the local Air Force Base, which I understand is sitting neglected down the road. I would like to have your comments about the NASA proposal and I hope they include that you will discourage NASA from destroying one of the few large remaining natural Florida lands.

PS: I was disappointed that the content of the meeting by NASA officials was vague and many questions by the audience went unanswered. Because of the lack of information given to the public, the public should have more than 45 days to present comments.

Something I did not think to write in my letters at the time was the following: I have read that the aerospace industry is having difficulty keeping track of the all the human created debris already in space because of the potential destruction of space vessels and thus, astronaut fatalities. The  promotion of commercial aerospace would, as a by-product, pollute our atmosphere even more. It  would take only a short time before humans are unable to explore space at all, due to the risks of being hit by a missile of human released debris. But looking on the bright side, if there is no escape from pollution by traveling to and living on other planets, we might be compelled to clean up the earth, and that would be a good thing.
