November Speaker
Our November speaker will be Ms Samantha McGee, Park Environmental Specialist at St Sebastian River Preserve State Park.  Sammy is a native Floridian, born and raised in Melbourne Beach.  She attended university in North Carolina and earned a BSc in Environmental Science and Religious Studies from St Andrews College in 1998.

Her first job out of college was an administrative position in Yellowstone National Park.  Wishing to be outdoors and dedicated to protecting the beauty and diversity that surrounds us, Sammy next joined Americorps National Civilian Community Corps.  She served on a team of 15 young adults who travelled throughout the southeast United States for one year, working on environmental restoration, disaster relief, education, and other unmet human needs.  She enjoyed the experience so much that she reupped.  This time she went to the Pacific Northwest as team leader of an environmental restoration team.  Sammy spent three years in Portland, Oregon with various environmental agencies but the swamps, pine flatwoods and, of course, the ocean and climate of Florida, called her home.  
Upon returning, Sammy participated in a six month internship with Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered Lands Program working on a variety of projects.  After the internship, she joined the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Aquatic Preserves Program.  For a year and a half she spent most of her days in a wet suit researching sea grasses and shellfish in the Banana River and in the Mosquito and Indian River Lagoons.  
Sammy has been at the St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park in Brevard and Indian River Counties since early 2004.  This is an amazing 22,000 acre preserve with 23 different natural community types and 74 protected species.  Her many projects there include prescribed fire management, hydrologic restoration, exotic invasive species eradication, public education and outreach, and protected species management and monitoring.  Her talk will be about one of those species and is entitled Red Cockaded Woodpecker: Biology, Monitoring and Management.

Mark November 5 on your calendar.  Plan to come and bring a friend.

