Minutes of SEVAS Sept 16, 2009 Meeting

Meeting was called to order at 7 PM by our president, Don Picard, who welcomed the 12 attendees, including one member’s guest and three members of the local community.

Don presented the treasurer’s report. 

Last year’s ending balance    $ 3221.84

summer expenditures                 $ 58.05

current balance                       $ 3163.79

Don explained the reason for starting in September instead of October this year.  He will be unable to attend the October meeting, and felt it was important for the president to be present at the first meeting of the season.

Don reviewed our goals for the new season:

Increased membership and attendance
Among the initiatives discussed were change in location of meetings, changes in date of meetings, and more advertising.


Re: change of location


We were offered the SVHS conference room.  Upon evaluation by the executive committee, it turned out not to be suitable. We agreed that the meeting room would not be adequate if we got an increase in membership/attendance, since it can only accommodate 25 people. The space also lacked a projector for Power Point presentations, which all of our presenters use.


With the elective committee’s concurrence, Don purchased a projector.  Unfortunately, it was found to be unacceptable due to inadequate illumination and image size for professional-quality presentations.  It was therefore returned.


It was decided that the Edgewater library should continue to be used, since it can accommodate a large group and has a projector available for our use.


Re:Change of date


It was decided that the date of our meetings should be changed to de-conflict with monthly Sierra Club meetings.  The third Wednesday of the month was available.  Although we had changed form the third Wednesday a few years ago due to a conflict with Christmas, it was decided that we will change back to the third Wednesday of the month.


Re: advertising

For advertising, we decided on the NSB Visitor’s Bureau beautiful free postcards that read “Bird Watchers love New Smyrna Beach,”  illustrated with a picture of a birdwatcher with binoculars, and several pictures of  local specialty species, such as Scrub Jay and White Pelican. Dick converted the membership list to mailing labels, and Don printed a stock message directly onto Avery self-adhesive labels to advertise the first meeting of the season.  Approximately 160 were sent out; one person attended tonight’s meeting solely as result of receiving the card.  We will use these cards for other special events throughout the season.

Communications

In addition to our website, SEVAS has a   Blog, intended to be a site where anyone can share reports and photos about interesting birding or outdoor experiences. You are invited and encouraged to submit materials to Don Picard.

The Skimmer, edited by Gil Miller, is now primarily distributed via e-mail.  Since EnviroNet is no longer carrying small groups such as ours, there are currently @200 being sent out only to addresses on our e-mail list.  All who receive the electronic version are encouraged to forward it to others who may be interested.  Only 20 hard copies per month are being printed. Ten are placed at the New Smyrna Beach library for distribution to the general public; the other 10 are brought to the monthly meetings.

Books to Schools program

For the past 3 years, SEVAS has been donating conservation-oriented books to area primary and middle schools.  It was decided that we would continue the program this year by allocating $100 to each school.

Myrtle Avenue Park project with NSB Middle School


This project involves the creation of a small park at the end of the Myrtle Avenue redevelopment expansion area. An historic canal runs through the property where the park is being developed. The students have committed to planting a butterfly garden, and to ongoing maintenance of the park.  The students’ involvement in this project also has been a first-hand lesson in civics, as they have had 2 years to observe the workings of government bureaucracy at the local level, as we attempt to complete this project.  

Field trips

There will be two field trips each month this season: one during the week, and one on the Saturday following each month’s meeting.  The weekday trips may be a bit more strenuous than the Saturday ones.  They will be listed on the SEVAS website, and will be graded 1, 2, or 3 for degree of difficulty. There was a brief discussion of the Friday, Sept 18 field trip to Smyrna Dunes Park and the Fall Migration bird count scheduled for Saturday, September 19.  Anyone willing to volunteer should contact Gail Domroski.

Comments on the above issues were requested from the attendees.  There being none, the goals presented were accepted as SEVAS’ plan for this year. 

Presentations

Don brought us two excellent presentations this evening.

The first, “Bird Migration and Climate Change,” reports on an Audubon study evaluating Christmas Bird Count data over time.  There was shown to be a direct correlation between winter migration patterns and average monthly temperature increases.  This presentation was concise and impactful.  It will be available to be presented to other organizations.  Anyone interested in helping is welcome.

The other presentation was one lesson in the Birding 101 course that Don is creating for SEVAS to offer to the general community.  It consisted of a 20 minute Power Point presentation of the Family: Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers, illustrated with photos Don took at our local beaches. They demonstrated species differences, as well as plumage differences with age.  It was well organized and well presented, and offered tidbits of useful, possibly even new information even to seasoned birders.

Our goal is to teach Birding 101 courses at the Edgewater library, the New Smyrna Beach library, and possible the Brannon Center.  Final plans for the course have yet to be made, since the complete Power Point presentation is still being developed.  Anyone interested in helping with this project is welcome and encouraged.  








Respectfully submitted,








Fern R. Murphy, Secretary

