SEVAS Executive Committee Meeting-Sept 3, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Don Picard, who graciously hosted in his home.
Also in attendance were Dick, Gail, Gil, and Fern.  All other members had not yet returned to the area for the season.

· Nancy will be returning the 2nd week of October.  We are waiting to hear from her, as to whether she will be able to handle publicity from out of town.

· Bill returns sometime in October.  National Audubon is expecting our annual treasury from him before then.

· Ken returns late September, and should still be here for the October meeting.

Membership Report (Dick)
We currently have 240 on the rolls.
· According to National Audubon records, we gained 49 members from January through August.

· In the past 6 months, ending in August, 2011, 60 memberships expired.

· Therefore, we really show a net loss of 11 members.

A discussion of ways to increase attendance/membership followed.

· We considered changing to another night, considering that many churches have Wed evening meetings.  

· It was decided that we had visited this idea before, and the conclusions again were

 *that there didn’t seem to be a great conflict,


 *there didn’t seem to be a better evening of the week

 *people tend to get confused by a change, after so many years of           meeting on Wed

· Wed is the only evening the Edgewater Library has available for us.

· We discussed a possible change of venue to New Smyrna Beach

· Any venue would have to not require insurance

· We need a venue that provides a projector

(Fern may have a source for borrowing a projector. She’ll look into it.)

· We need a venue that is free of charge

*The Church of Christ has a room available for $20

(Fern volunteered to donate the rental fee for one year, to see if  the change of venue would help membership and attendance.)

· Gil will look into available venues in New Smyrna Beach; the Church of Christ, in particular.

Birding 101

*Don will present the first lesson: local shorebirds and wading birds on Oct 8 from 10 AM until noon at the NSB Library.  Classes will be free of charge.

We discussed holding a local field trip for the students on the following Fri or Sat, probably starting at the 27th Ave beach approach.

*Future classes will be on “neighborhood birds” that you’d expect to find in our backyards and parking lots; and  big birds of our local skies (vultures, Osprey, eagles, crows) and “migrations and extinctions”

*Fern will look into Cornell Ornithology Labs as a source for digital photos for use in the classes

*We discussed inviting people to bring photos for I.D. assistance, as a learning tool.

*Publicity will be by the library, in our usual newspapers, and on our website.

· Gil will create a flier that we can post on local community bulletin boards, such as the Oak Hill Library, and Edgewater Landing, and the NSB Tourist Information Center on Julia Street.

Books to Schools
Last year, we donated $350 to one school, and got great feedback of appreciation.

We decided to do the same thing this year.

We will ask Nancy White to choose a different school as this yea’s recipient.

Tomoka Science Fair
We will again donate $100 for prize money, and co-judge with Halifax Audubon and West Volusia Audubon. Halifax will organize.

Outreach Events
For fundraising, we have been selling tote bags, and putting out donations jars.


We will not participate again in Turtle Day at Ponce Inlet; it is too far away.

We would participate in another Scrub Jay Festival at the MINWR, and at the Marine Discover Center, if invited. 

Field Trips
Joint field trip with Native Plant Society

· The Lyonia chapter has not responded to our invitations 

· Gil will contact the Paw Paw chapter in Holly Hill

Dick and Gail could use help leading field trips that require a lot of walking.

· Don and Fern will make sure one of them is available for Lake Woodruff, Orlando Wetlands Park, and any other destinations where a lot of walking is expected.

Black Point Wildlife Drive and that area’s public boat ramps are going to start charging day fees in September. 

· Senior passports will cover these fees.

· Fern thinks there will be annual passes available at a reduced rate.

Other business
Gay Goodhart is moving to Chicago.  She has donated 3 never-used water features to us.  Each is worth about $40.  We will raffle them off individually.  Tickets will be $1 each, or 6 for $5.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Fern R. Murphy, Secretary

