Minutes of SEVAS meeting- Oct 19, 2011

President Don Picard welcomed approx. 20 attendees, including one guest who has recently moved to our area from the Midwest.

Secretary report and report of exec comm. meeting are on line.

Treasurer was absent.  Most recent report is available online.

Fall migratory bird count
11 counters reported 84 species, 5626 individuals.  (Last year, our area had 14 counters reporting 91 species.) Volusia County totals were 137 species, approx. 19000 individuals.
Thanks to all who participated!

Upcoming field trips
Saturday, Oct 22-  joint field trip of SEVAS and the Lyonia branch of the Florida Native Plant Society  to Lake Woodruff NWR  
Report of Birding 101
There were 9 attendees, most from SEVAS.  We didn’t get good publicity- the event wasn’t accurately described.  Also, our PSA’s aren’t getting listed as reliably as they have been in past years.
Words from the President
Last summer, Gov Scott found out how many citizens value their state parks.  He tried to eliminate 53 of them, put golf courses on some, and campgrounds on others.  The people of FL mobilized and all these issues were cancelled.

But there are lots of other problems from his decimation of the DCA to elimination of some authorities of the DEP and the Water Management Districts.  There is a more developer/business-friendly bent to this state’s government.  We will have to closely watch the news.

One of the lessons of the state parks proposal reversals was that a large number of folks from across the state voiced their objections.  They were people from all walks of life and from diverse environmental organizations such as Audubon, and many who do not belong to environmental organizations.  But they all had one interest in common and they were all informed and they acted.

Unfortunately, it will not always be the case that issues are so universally communicated and acted upon. The fragmentation of the environmental community is such that people get information on specific issues from organizations to which they belong, but not from others.  There is no over-arching environmental organization that organizes all the other organizations like Audubon, Save the Manatee, etc.,and pleads the case for the environment as a whole.  We are always against something whether it is a development or a store or whatever.  There is no great message about “It is the environment –stupid.”

Contrast that with all the slick ads on television talking about how great oil is for the economy and jobs, how natural gas is THE clean energy source and how safe fracking is.  The coal folks always have the words “clean coal” on the screen at the end of their ads.  They don’t mention the destruction of mountain-tops and the creeks, streams and towns below them or the air and water downwind of coal-fired powerplants.  

Closer to home, a group called Free Market Florida, which evolved from the pro-development group that successfully scared voters into rejecting the Florida Hometown Democracy in the last election, is painting the environmental movement as the worst of the worse job-killers, responsible for all government regulations, including those that have nothing to do with the environment, and costing businesses 1.75 Trillion dollars per year to implement these regulations.  Ryan Houck, executive director of Free Market Florida says: “Federal bureaucrats alone did not foist this $1.75 trillion burden on America's economy. Hiding behind the veneer of environmentalism, Washington relies upon well-funded special interest groups to advance their scientifically dubious regulatory agenda. Operating a multi-million-dollar litigation engine and backed by a legion of lawyers, self-proclaimed "public interest" groups like the Sierra Club and EarthJustice wage a seemingly endless legal battle against America's farmers, businesses and taxpayers.”

You can read Ryan Houck’s article at:

http://www2.tbo.com/news/opinion/2011/oct/06/meopino2-big-green-shows-true-colors-to-detriment--ar-263033/
Melissa Baldwin is Florida organizer for the Florida Conservation Alliance, which is the state affiliate of the League of Conservation Voters.  You can read her rebuttal at:

http://www2.tbo.com/news/opinion/2011/oct/17/meopino2-industry-groups-seek-to-frighten-floridia-ar-272228/ 
You can read Scott Maxwell’s column on it at:

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/os-scott-maxwell-attacking-sierra-100911-20111008,0,6534914.column  

What we need is a uber-environmental organization with pooled resources to promote slick ads showing how wonderful, and necessary, clean air and water are, and how nice it would be to be able to eat more than one fish a month, and how renewable energy sources could provide lots of jobs, and even how nice it would be to stave off global warming for a few decades.

I am writing a letter to the heads of the major environmental/conservations organizations with this proposal.  It will be interesting to see what they say.  I will keep you posted.   I will also put it on our website.

In the meantime, it is imperative that we broaden our knowledge of environmental and conservation issues by checking out the websites and subscribing to the newsletters of other like-minded organizations and take action when they ask and when we feel it right to do so.  I have posted a list of the organizations to whose newsletters I subscribe in the Of Interest page on our website.  (http://www.sevolusiaaudubon.org/of_interest/of_interest1.htm )

Please check them out.

Words from the floor
Ken Gunn informed us about the Keystone Pipeline.  He said that the real problem is OLD pipelines that are deteriorating and leaking. Building NEW pipelines to replace them would be a positive move, regardless of what ends up being transported in them.

Volunteers needed
IF you are willing to be a refreshment host for a SEVAS meeting, please contact Gail.
Tonight’s speaker, Charlie DuToit, was introduced by Ken.  The retired biologist from Tomoka State Park narrated a lovely slide show of the flora and fauna there over the course of the four seasons.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned to a time of refreshments and socializing.

Respectfully submitted, 

Fern R. Murphy, Secretary

