Minutes of SEVAS Meeting January 20, 2010
President Don Picard opened the meeting by welcoming the members, including returning “snowbirds” and visitors.

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the SEVAS website.

CBC results have been tabulated and are available on the website in Works and Excel formats.  If anyone needs other format (such as MAC) please contact Don Picard.

Treasurer’s report:

2009 end-of-year balance: $3496.42

Expenses*:                            - 100.00

Current balance                  $3396.42


*The expense was SEVAS’s  contribution toward an award fund for regional science fair winners, as selected by a joint committee of volunteer judges from SEVAS, Halifax River Audubon, and West Volusia Audubon.  4 entries are selected based on their reflection of OUR core values as Audubon groups.

Field trips:

January 8 field trip was rained out.

January 9 field trip was cancelled due to sleet. 

(sect’y editorial comment: I hope I never have to type THAT again!)

Fern and Sheldon visited Black Point Drive on Fri, Jan 15 and found over 100 roseate spoonbills and @5000-7000 ducks in one impoundment!  Some birders there said the Eurasian widgeon which wintered there last year is back.

Next field trip will be this Saturday, Jan 23.  Meet at 7 AM for Viera.  There are reports of a masked duck drake!

February 20  field trip will be meeting at 7 AM for Orlando Wetlands.

Restoration Survey conducted Jan 18 results not yet tabulated.

Restoration:

Issue will go before an administrative judge if differences can’t be worked out directly between developer and local citizenry. News Journal Sat Jan 10 Local section reported of revisions by developer, eliminating the proposed “conservation hamlet” and agreeing to start development of commercial areas at start of residential development.  While these changes make the plan less objectionable, it still allows for 18,000 more residents, essentially doubling the existing population of Edgewater.

Farmton:
Plan has been rejected by DCA, but is still not a dead issue.  www.Petitionsite.com contains a petition asking Volusia County Council to say “no” to Farmton.

Winter shorebird survey will be Friday, Feb 5. Volunteers are encouraged to contact Ken Gunn.

Great Backyard Bird Count will be Feb 12-15.  Visit www.birdcount.org for details.  For at least 15 minutes, count all the birds you see in one location. You can count the same area each day, or count different areas.  Then report your findings to www.birdcount.org, or relay your data to Don Picard by phone or mail and he’ll input the data for you.  Thanks in advance for helping!

Space Coast Wildlife Festival:

Jan 27-31.  Visit nbbd.com/fly for details and registration.
On-line registration lets you know what events are filled.

Skimmer will not be printed hard copies after the January issue, due to lack of interest and difficulty and expense of printing.  Electronic version allows for much easier production, and more elaborate inclusions, such as photos.  E-Skimmer is in a printable PDF format.

  Ken Gunn introduced the evening’s speaker, Michael Brothers.  Michael is presently working on a book, The Birds of Volusia County.” 

       This evening’s presentation, “The Natural History of Volusia County: A Land Born of the Sea” was a fascinating and well-illustrated description of how the topography and geology of Volusia County were created by the rise and fall of ancient sea levels.  By driving west-to-east on I 92 from Deleon Springs to Daytona Beach, you can visually observe the plateaus and  crests of ancient sand dunes that create the county’s topography, by noticing where cars ahead of you rise above your level, or seems to disappear as they cross over the crest!  

        Michael was personally involved in the uncovering of many giant fossil animals from the little lake at the corner of Nova and Reed Canal, including the Giant Ground Sloth that is on exhibit at the Daytona Museum of Arts and Sciences.  Did you know that there were once 3 species of elephants in Volusia County?  Or that Volusia County is the northernmost place where you find all three mangrove species: red, white, and black? 


This was a fascinating and well-presented lecture, and Michaels’ heartfelt love of this area came through as well, making it a thoroughly worthwhile evening.

Don Picard adjourned us for a time of socializing and refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,

Fern R. Murphy, sct’y

