Minutes of Dec 2009 meeting

President Don Picard opened the meeting by welcoming the members and inviting new people and returning “snowbirds” to introduce themselves.

Treasurer’s report:

· Only expenditure in the past month was $10 to the FL Dept of Ag for a solicitation fee

· Current balance $3496.92

· Sonia Guidry, of the Native Plant Society was thanked in absentia for her “nice sized” personal donation to our chapter.

Old business:

· Letter of opposition to Farmton project has been submitted as per unanimous vote at Nov meeting.

· SEVAS has signed on as a sponsor of Home Town Democracy initiative, as per unanimous vote at Nov meeting.

Field trip reports by Gail Domroski:

Nov.  field trip to Lake Woodruff-write up available on the SEVAS website (Skimmer or blog?)

Fewer wading birds and hardly any ducks in impoundments, possibly as result of change in water levels or high vegetation growth, but “lots of little birds” made for a satisfying field trip experience

Next field trip-

Smyrna Dunes Park, tentatively scheduled for Fri, Dec 18, weather permitting. Meet at 8 AM near Dunkin Donuts. (Will NOT  be rescheduled in event of rain.)

CBC (Christmas Bird Count)-

 Sat, Jan 2,  Meet at  7 AM at the Brannon Center, NSB.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. David Hargrove may be able to get someone to  cover the Landfill for us.

Please call Gail ahead of time to sign up, so that she can plan routes.

Don attended the FWC Shorebird Partnership meeting. 

· The group includes Fl Fish and Wildlife, Volusia County, Halifax Audubon, SEVAS, SJRWMD.  Its purpose is to develop a group for monitoring of shorebirds.  The first priority will be species that nest here, such as Wilson’s Plovers. Least Terns, and Black Skimmers.  In the future, the group will decide in what direction to broaden its scope.  Minutes of the meeting will be available on our website when available. 

· The next meeting will be March, 2010; its focus will be to determine which species are nesting here, where are they nesting, and how do we protect their nests.  The group may need some volunteers during the nesting season.

Don asked for volunteers to contribute articles for the E-Skimmer. Articles may be submitted to Gil Miller. Deadline for the January issue is Dec 28.

· The E-Skimmer would like to contain a monthly educational article featuring one single species.  Ken Gunn offered to write one for the January issue; Gail Domroski offered to write one for the February issue.

· If anyone is willing to write about conservation issues for the E-Skimmer, that person would NOT have to be the Conservation Chairperson.

Ken Gunn introduced the evening’s speaker, Mr. Gary Knight from Florida Natural Areas Inventory, with a program entitles “Florida Natural Areas Inventory: Providing the Scientific Basis for Effective Conservation Action.”  This organization is part of a network of 60 throughout the country that collect, interpret, and disseminate ecological information critical to the conservation of each individual area’s biological diversity.  They publish several handbooks and an atlas, some which area also available as downloads from their website, which is very elaborate.  Visit www.fnai.org, or call 850-224-8207.  They area also involved in a website along with National Geographic and NatureServe. Visit “The Conservation Guide to America’s Natural Places” at www.LandScope.org.

Next month our speaker will be Mike Brothers, presenting The Natural History of Central Florida.

The meeting was adjourned at @ 8:45 PM, after which refreshments and conversation were then enjoyed. 

Respectfully submitted,

Fern R. Murphy, Secretary

